








ELCIC and CLWR Strengthen Partnership

The ELCIC (Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Canada) and CLWR (Canadian Lutheran
World Relief) have a new memorandum of
understanding which strengthens their
partnership and will see them working together in new
and exciting ways to enhance cooperation and effective
programming between the two organizations.

The document was formally signed by ELCIC Bishop
Susan C. Johnson and CLWR President Rev. Mark Harris.

Offerings which formerly were designated to go to GHDA
(Global Hunger and Development Appeal) will now be
going to CLWR.

You can read the CLWR Fall newsletter, “Partnerships” for
more information. Copies are available at both entrances to
St. Mark’s worship area.

If you have questions, please ask Wilma Marie Bindernagel.

Worship Committee

7 September: On September 8th, we held our first meeting
following the summer holidays. There were plans made for
Rally Sunday on September 13th where Mr. Noah (aka Bruce
Schmitt) talked about how he obeyed God’s command that he
build the Ark. A pot luck luncheon followed.

3 October: On Harvest Home Sunday, October 4th we
had more food experience with the 100 Mile Lunch.
Reformation Sunday will be October 25th followed by
Confirmation at the 10:15 am service on November 1st
which is also All Saints’ Sunday. Two services will be held
on that day.

H November: On November 8th we will bid a fond
farewell to Pastor Liz who will be taking up her new post
in Regina. There will be only one service that day at 10:15
am so we can unite as one congregation to say our “good-
byes” to a beloved pastor.

On November 29th we begin the Advent season in
preparation for our Lord’s birth.

{ December: A children’s pageant as well as the
Worship Band will highlight the 4th Sunday in Advent on
December 20th at 10:15 am and will be followed by a
cookie café. There will be two services on Christmas Eve at
6:30 pm and 9:00 pm and on December 25th a 10:15 am
service will be held. There will be one service on
December 27th at 10:15 am.

_ January: The Epiphany season will begin on January
3rd with services and Blast!, Confirmation and Adult
Education will begin the following Sunday, January 11th.

Marc Auger, Edna Knarr’s grandson, would like to make a
gift of permanent use to the church honouring his
grandmother and the Worship Committee is considering
what this should be.

! We had to replace the Baptismal Candle follower
which was broken a few weeks ago. Harvey Holst and Fred
Frank were able to repair the candle and did a very good
job. Thank you.

We continue to look for dedicated members to serve on
this very important committee. Please be in touch with
Bernice Liddle or Lois Bergen if you can use your gifts in
this ministry.

(



St Mark’s Lutheran Church Policy for a
Secure Church

(Editor’s Note: St. Mark’s is grateful for the many church
and community groups which use the church building. With
increased use comes the increased responsibility which we
all share for safety. The Witness Committee asked
Constable Kim Schnittke of the Waterloo Regional Police to
prepare a daytime and nighttime security audit. Her in-
depth audit was circulated to Church Council and all
committees for feedback. Council then appointed Brian
Reiner to head up a task force which brought together all
building users to work on a security policy based on the
security audit. That policy was completed, approved by
Council and put into effect in September of 2009. The
policy is reprinted here so that all of us will be more aware
about making St. Mark’s a safe place for everyone.)

There are three doors that lead to the meeting rooms at
St. Mark’s:

• The double doors at the back of the church, off of the
KCI parking lot.

• The Green Street doors that lead to the basement
meeting rooms.

• The doors at the front of the church off of the church’s
(King Street) parking lot.

Only the doors off the KCI parking lot and the middle of
the three Green St. doors are to be used for evening
meetings.

The doors at the front of the church off of the [King Street]
parking lot are not to be used for evening meetings and
will be locked at all times.

The Green Street door will be open until the meeting
begins and then locked until there is a break. At those
times it will be open and a representative will be stationed
there to lock the door at the end of the break.

A table and chairs to seat representatives of meetings being
held that evening will be placed by the double doors off
the KCI parking lot. The representatives will greet and aid
participants to their meetings as needed.

The Scouts will need to have a representative at the door
before the end of their meeting to allow parents in to pick
up their youth.

Each door will be equipped with a bell button and a note
directing late comers to ring the bell for admittance.

The doors off of the front (King Street) parking lot will be
open for Sunday morning, special occasions, weddings,
funerals, etc.

No doors are to be propped open by any means at any time.

At the end of each meeting each group will check
washrooms and halls for lights left on.

Extra copies of the church newsletter (Remarks) will be
made available for outside user groups. They are
encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter.

The security of the building and the groups that use the
building depends on the cooperation of all.

Thank you for your part in keeping St. Mark’s a safe place
for meetings.

St Mark’s Church Council

Address and Information Changes

Tamara and Michael Ball

Gerry and Phyllis Haack

Tony Velaidum

Len and Danya Hundt

Jean Jamieson

Paul and Cathy Leidy

Ken Pfaff

Barry and Joyce Thomas

Pastor Liz Kuglin-Alyea

The Mitten Tree
will be up set up

starting November 29th and all during
Advent.

Donations of mittens, toques and
scarves are appreciated.



Our Learning Ministries Are Looking Ahead

by Fay Albrecht

Fall has arrived and we are looking ahead on our planning
for the Advent and Christmas seasons.

As a measure of our Safe Church policy we have once
again held a fire drill. It is important for each of us to
remember the rules of evacuation in the event of a fire or
other disaster.

On Sunday, September 27th we held a training session for
BLAST! leaders and shepherds called, “Feeding the Flock”.
Together we brainstormed and talked about the benefits of
our BLAST! model and rotations. Comments from parents
about their children having such positive role models were
wonderful to hear.

5 On Sunday, November 1st our Grade 9 students
will affirm their Baptism through the Rite of

Confirmation. Our blessings go to Jeremy Cresswell, Gracie
Jacobsen and Alex Wilson as they continue on their journey of
faith.

On Sunday, November 29th everyone is invited
to join our children, Confirmation class and the
BLAST! team as we gather at Benjamin’s Tree
Farm at 9:00 a.m. We will have activities, a
worship service and a time to pick a tree. The
cost is $4.00 per child. (A reminder: because our field trip is
later this year and falls on the 1st Sunday in Advent, we will
not be holding our annual Saturday evening Advent Event.)

b
Please mark Sunday, December 20th at 10:15 am
on your calendar for the Children’s Christmas
Pageant with a Cookie Café following. You can
help us by bringing a sample of your Christmas

baking to share with others. The pageant rehearsal will be
on Saturday , December 19th at 9:00 am

The year 2010 will be a challenging one and lots of
planning will be in the works as
we prepare our BLAST!
rotations. Workshop leaders
and shepherds will be needed
and if you can help please
contact Sara Wahl or Sharon Cassidy. They will be pleased
to hear from you. Don’t wait to be asked or feel you can’t
help - we’ll give you all the help you need.

As a committee we want to acknowledge the gifts of Pastor
Liz and her talents to us as we have planned for our
education program. Thank you and God’s speed.

People in the News

Baptisms and Affirmation of Baptism

On October 18th we welcomed Kieran and
Sophie Harlock into the family of God by
Baptism. Their parents are John and Hayley

Harlock and their grandparents are Jim and Pam Harlock.

November 1s is All Saints’ Sunday and also Confirmation
Sunday. Jeremy Creswell, Gracie Jacobsen and Alex Wilson
will affirm their baptism. Please keep them in prayer as
they affirm their baptismal promises for themselves and
help them in their faith journey as they come to better
understand their God-given gifts and learn how to use
them within the faith community.

On November 8th we will welcome Brad Hill by Affirmation of
Baptism and Brad and Rachelle’s daughter Madison by Baptism.
Rachelle affirmed her Baptism at the Easter Vigil a few years
ago and Brad and Rachelle were married here at St. Mark’s.

Also on November 8th, Emma Schippanoski will be
baptized. Emma is little sister to Rebekah and the daughter
of Greg and Jennifer Schippanoski who were also married
here at St. Mark’s. Welcome also to Jennifer’s mother,
Maureen Jackson, who recently moved to Kitchener from
Winnipeg and has joined the alto row in the Senior Choiry

We ask for God’s comfort and peace for the
family and friends beloved members of the
congregations:

Stella Schmidt who died on August 24, 2009

Clare Einwechter who died on August 25, 2009

Martin Bartolf who died on September 6, 2009

Margaret Ritz who died on September 20, 2009

Elaine Peterson who died on October 5, 2009

and Douglas Giller who died on August 13, 2009 who was the
father-in-law of Elaine and Robert Peterson’s daughter, Connie.

5
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We celebrate with Amy (Jaynes) and Paul Stickney
who were married at St. Mark’s on September 19, 2009

and pray that their love will grow.
Amy and Paul have become active involved in a local

Mennonite church since returning to Kitchener-Waterloo.
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FAITH FORMATION AND LEARNING FOR ALL AGES

Discipleship, Muslims, Christians, Jews,
Therapies, Saul/Paul, Money, Knitting, Writing

By Harold Remus

What do all those items have in common? They are all part
of St. Mark’s Adult Education in November through January;
and, all these topics and activities share a common place in
the church parlour.

Daily Discipleship folks meet every Monday morning at
9:30 am to ponder how next Sunday’s Gospel speaks to
them, to the church and our society. On Thursdays, the
parlour hosts those who come at 10:00 am to knit, crochet,
talk, and pray. People who like to write - or want to write -
meet there every Wednesday at 5:00 pm. You could be part
of any (or all) of these. You will find a warm welcome.

Adult Education Hour also meets in the Parlour, Sunday
mornings, 9:00 - 10:00 am. Here’s what’s in store.

7 Nov. 1 – Dr. Tim Hegedus, Waterloo Lutheran Seminary,
speaks on “Muslims, Christians, Jews: Why Dialogue Is
Essential - The Obstacles and Opportunities.” He is the
ELCIC’s representative to the Canadian Christian-Jewish
Consultation and the National Canadian Christian-
Muslim Liaison Committee.

7 Nov. 8 – Pastor Dale Finch and Donna Finch
present an illustrated story of volunteering at
Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem, in the
Lutheran Church in Jordan, and in schools in
Bethlehem.

7 Nov. 15, 22 – Dr. Peter VanKatwyk offers another
of his popular series. This time his topic is, “A
Guide to the Galaxy of the Therapies (or Therapy
Without a Therapist”)

7 Nov. 29, Dec. 6 – That guy Saul (Paul?) - apostate
Jew or “eternal enemy of women”? - and his letter to
the Galatians (Celts) and “gospel” with Dr. Harold
Remus followed on

7 Dec. 13 – by Pastor Paul Bosch on the Gospel
speaking in and through worship space, and on

7 Dec. 20 – by Dr. Robert Kelly on Luther and the
Gospel in the cradle and on the cross.

In January, the theme is “economics” and “covenant”:

7 Jan. 10 – In the Old Testament with Dr. Harold
Remus

7 Jan. 17 – Jesus and the Jesus movement confront
the Empire with Dr. Oz Cole Arnal

7 Jan. 24 – Household Budgeting in Covenant:
Principles/Priorities with St. Mark’s members Wilma
Marie Bindernagel, James Foley, Prijna Gingrich and
Julie Henhoeffer

7 Jan. 31 – St. Mark’s: Budgeting in Covenant with
our Treasurer Larry Aberle and Council member
Ron Heimpel

Newsletter Update
A big thank you to Jenny Schmidt for
taking on the work of formatting the
newsletter and another big thank you
to Robin Pearson agreeing to be the
new editor.

Please send all articles and information
for the newsletter to the church office
by email at stmarksluth@on.aibn.com
or by bringing a hard copy in to the
church office.

Upcoming deadlines for submission
for 2010 are:

• January 10th for the
February/March issue

• March 7th for the April/May issue

• May 10th for the June/July/August
issue

• August 9th for the
September/October issue

• October 10th for the November/
December/January issue

Newsletter On-line
St. Mark’s newsletter is now available on-line.
Please go to www.stmarkskw.org

If you have internet, we would like to
encourage you to read the newsletter on-line
instead of receiving a printed copy. Please let
the church office know if you prefer to read the
newsletter on-line and provide us with your E-
mail address. We will notify you whenever the
next newsletter becomes available on-line.
This will save considerable printing and
mailing costs.



The New El Salvador (Part 2)

(Editor’s Note: We support the work of Pastor Brian Rude,
ELCIC Missionary in El Salvador through our benevolence
offerings. Pastor Rude sends out periodic letters to keep
congregations up to date on his ministry.)

El Salvador’s innovative process of prison system
transformation - “The Highway of Opportunities” - has
now completed its first stage, though not without its
obstacles and setbacks. The nation’s 19 prisons have been
visited - every clinic and classroom, every cell, corner and
cubbyhole. Each prison now has a monitoring team in
place - “The Table of Hope” - made up of a number of
family members of inmates and various members of the
administration and personnel at both local and national
levels.

We are left with a number of strong impressions, both
positive and negative, a number of urgent needs, a number
of allies in - and some detractors from - this novel process,
a number of elements to an emerging vision as to where
the prison system of El Salvador needs to be heading, and
how it should fit in with the rest of society . . . in order to
offer enhanced justice and security to inmates, prison
personnel and the population in general.

Overcrowding is the most obvious general impression.
Living and sleeping spaces accommodate up to 5 times the
intended population. Some two hundred bodies sleeping in
a space built for 40 leaves very little room to maneuver
among the congestion of bunk beds, modified into 4 or 5-

level innovations, and sleeping 2 or 3 bodies per single
mattress. Hammocks hang dizzyingly from high ceilings.
Mattresses are rolled out in the aisles during the night.
Many sleep without the luxury of a mattress. Many get
dripped on or flooded during this rainy season.

Inmates are typically locked into these dorm spaces from 6
p.m. until 6 a.m. Some such spaces have a toilet or two,
not necessarily functional. Many have none. Bodily
necessities must be put on hold until dawn. Of course, the
luxury of a toilet or two may not seem like that for those
who have won the proximity award. Those nearest the
facility may need to put their olfactory sense on hold to
survive the stench of the thick air in the vicinity, especially
since water is not necessarily available along with the
facility. Neither is medical attention very accessible during
the night. Illness, or even death, might also have to be put
on hold. In some prisons, these dorm spaces are accessible
to the inmates during the day. In other cases, they are

locked out for 12 hours, and locked in for 12 hours. For
the purposes of our visit, in some cases the dorm was
evacuated in order to make way for our entrance and
inspection. In other cases, we simply squeezed in through
the crowd, getting a taste of the sense of intimacy with
which they live constantly. On those occasions when it was
raining, this reality became even more intense.

Hygiene is optional. If the inmates want it, they must work
it out, and pay for it, internally. A few sectors have it
worked out to a fine art. One feels they could eat off of any
space in the entire sector. There is not an unpleasant odor
anywhere, even in the bathroom area. Other sectors are
plagued by the exact opposite. A dizzying variety of
horrible stenches emanates from damp garbage and worse
piled carelessly throughout their entire living space. And
then there’s the bathroom. If adequate health care were
available, would it be worth the effort?

Ten years ago, the prison population was about 7,000. So
is El Salvador three times as criminal as it was a decade
ago? Or is the judiciary three times more effective than it
was 10 years ago? Or is the police force three times as
large as it was then? Much of this growth in the prison
population has to do with successive governments’ anti-
gang legislation, “tough hand” and “super-tough hand”.
About one-third of the current prison population is gang
members. Youth in general, especially from marginalized
neighbourhoods, are suspect, guilty by proximity and
association. Anyone can end up in prison over a simple
accusation made by someone whom they rubbed the
wrong way.

Officially, one-third of the total prison population is legally
innocent, since they’re still awaiting trial, and haven’t yet
been sentenced. They live in these same conditions for
months or even years, losing their jobs, or even their
families, their reputation and self-esteem. Of the other 2/3,
I’m sure many inmates should probably be outmates . . .
while many outmates should likely be inmates . . . but that’s
not our field. This is not the responsibility of the prison
administration, which is responsible only for dealing with
the fallout of judicial decisions, right or wrong.

Another stage in this process will be to include inmates
themselves as representatives and members of these
“Tables of Hope”. This may depend on how well their
particular sectors comply with laws against their
possession and use of drugs, cell phones and weapons.
There is a wide spectrum of reality across the nation’s
prison sectors in this regard, from zero to considerable
possession and usage.



Technological security is being considered to put a block
on such activity, especially since the assumption is that
much extortion and many kidnappings and homicides are
directed from within the prisons by inmates.

Benefits made available by law but rarely considered
previously, such as 2/3 or 1/2-sentence, confidence or trust
phase and half-freedom, based on participation in prison
programs and good conduct, will be promoted. This will
require job opportunities on the other side of the bars, so
the Ministry of Labour will be drawn in to the larger plan.
Enhanced access to classes and workshops for inmates will
involve the Ministry of Education to a greater degree than
previously.

One sector which was not included in these Tables of
Hope was that of security personnel. While it is assumed
by many that they are responsible for much of the passage
of illegal items, and that the whole sector needs to be
purged, they do have their own grievances and feel that
they are not being heard or understood. Our Quetzalcoatl
Foundation works in depth with this sector as well,
conducting a series of two-day retreats with groups of 30-
40 prison guards, around themes of mental health, self-
care and transformation of conflicts. We give them a
chance to express their concerns, and then pass them on to
the appropriate persons. We consider this to be a
significant part of humanizing the national prison system.

Strong opposition to these innovations has been very
vocal, even demanding the dismissal of the new director,
Douglas Moreno, who has envisioned and is implementing
these changes. Negative media attention around any detail
having to do with prisons has become a constant
bombardment. Politically-oriented business enterprises
which happily provide 63,000 “meals” a day are feeling
threatened, no doubt. They sense that their lucrative
contracts are about to expire. Any success enjoyed by this
radical approach to prison administration - treating
inmates as human beings rather than as terrorists - would
further prove the failure of previous administrations to
deal with this critical and growing problem.

As part of these systemic changes, doors are opening for
organizations such as our Quetzalcoatl Foundation to
work in as many prison settings as we possibly can. Such
demand comes from both the administration (local and
national) and from the inmates in each and every prison
we have visited. We could keep several teams going full-
time in assisting this process of humanizing El Salvador’s
prison system. However, we have personnel and finances
for only one team. If anyone has any ideas as to how to

expand our timely response, don’t hesitate to let us know!!

A few of us who are involved in this process as members of
church and non-governmental organizations, promoting
mental health, human rights, and general solidarity with
those suffering the abuse of the prison system, see this as
the fulfillment of a dream, which we have striven to
implement over many years, envisioning and attempting
many strategies, generally feeling like we were banging our
heads against a brick wall, in futility. These 19 prison
visits, as invited, even honoured, guests of the system
which for so long had black-listed us, have been truly
rewarding, even exhilarating, serving to boost our morale,
after having been demoralized on so many occasions over
so many years. This process has solidified our network and
fortified our resolve.

Paz, Brian Rude

Pastor/Missionary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada, grateful to be experiencing such positive changes
after 15 years of involvement in El Salvador’s prison
system.

National Study of Human Sexuality

On October 1, 2009 the Task Force on Human Sexuality
appointed in 2006 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada released a study document on the subject.
Individuals, church councils and congregations are being
invited to respond to the document as part of a
consultation process leading to the drafting of a social
statement for the ELCIC.

Although at this point, no plans for a study session (or
sessions) on the document at St. Mark’s are in place, you
are encouraged to examine the document on your own.
You will find it at http://elcic.ca/Human-
Sexuality/default.cfm.



NWE GET LETTERS

Thank you, St. Mark’s, for generously opening your doors to
Habitat for Humanity Waterloo Region. We had two successful
Information Sessions. You have helped many families take
their first hopeful step towards home ownership
Sincerely,
Joann Lewis, Partner Family Coordinator.

Dear friends of Salvadoran youth,
I took Paul Jeffrey, a photographer for the Lutheran World
Federation, on a tour around our Quetzalcoatl neighbourhood
in mid-January. These photos of some of our street artists with
their murals are some of what resulted.

Paz,
Brian Rude, ELCIC Missionary in El Salvador

Dear Friends,

What an amazing gift! Thank
you very much for the stamps
you sent us and for bringing us
closer to a world without leprosy.
We are very grateful for all your efforts to save the stamps,
trim them and send them to us. We continue to be encouraged
by the enthusiastic response from stamp collectors and we
have raised over $9,118 so far in 2009. Our goal is to raise at
least $12,000 in 2009, which will provide cure and care for 37
leprosy patients!

Stamp wholesalers pay us $7 per pound of trimmed stamps
(trimmed to no less than ¼ inch and no more than ½ inch
paper border.) Please visit us online at www.leprosy.ca.

Your kindness and compassion are felt by the friends and staff
of The Leprosy Mission and the many people we
serve…Please keep ending us your used postage stamps so
that we can work towards the day when leprosy is eradicated.

Sincerely in His work and service

Elaine Ma, Community Relations, The Leprosy Mission
Canada

GENERATIONS OF GENEROSITY: GIVING OURSELVES,
OUR TIME, AND OUR POSSESSIONS IN
THANKSGIVING FOR GOD’S GENEROSITY

Update from the Support Committee by Brian Reiner

Hello fellow members of St Mark’s.

I am writing to say thanks to all of you who stepped up and
increased your givings this last year. I am sorry to see that some
of you felt it necessary to decrease your givings for whatever
reason. Hopefully you will reconsider for 2010.

As Chair of the Support Committee, it is very difficult for me
to sit down in October and draft a budget with a deficit. Last
year we predicted a $55,000.00 deficit; but, due to the
members who increased their givings, that figure will be closer
to $35,000.

Because of Pastor Liz accepting a call to another parish - she
will be leaving us in early November - the deficit for 2010
may be between $10,000.00 and $15,000.00. There will be a
need for other staffing to help Pastor Nancy and in the office.

To me, for a membership for our size to have a deficit is not
acceptable. There are about 25% of our members who use
their envelopes or are on PAR to support the Church. We have
about 150 members that attend Church on a regular basis out
of 800 plus. At Easter, Christmas and other special occasions
about 50% of our membership come to worship. The other
50% who don’t attend are our lost sheep we need to find ways
to bring them back into the fold.

I hope you will all keep in mind the good work that goes on in
and around St Mark’s. This is a vibrant place and it needs
your continued support.




